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We wish all owr friends & neighbours

Alan, Rosemary & Ruby
All at the Post Office
Andrew & Eve Bailey
Anne & Derek Thomas
Anne Combe

Anne Rees

Anne Southgate

Betty Champkins

Bob & Christine Hynds
Bob & Jean Ayers

Bob Ponchaud & Sue Haines
Carol Houghton

Catherine & Philip Williams
Chris & Gaye Sundt
Chrissie & Andrew Bailey
Cilla & Trevor Jones
Clare Viney

Coleen Ringrose & John
Bowden

Colin & Myra Gardiner
Daphne & Trevor Ekins
David & Pauline Woodford
David & Yvette Smith
David & Yvonne Buckland
David and Ethna Jenkins
Elaine @ Lerrett Cottage
Elaine Colbert

Elaine Tame

Gary and Sarah Tabner
Geoff & Sandy Adderley
Geoffrey Fry

Gill Robertson

Graham and Steph Skinner
Helen & John Sinclair
Helen, Andrew, Isobel

and Flora Fry

Hilary Mousley

Howard & Linda Bongers
Ian & Elizabeth Wigglesworth
Ian & Irene Halsey

Ian & Mary Ibbotson
Irene Smith

A Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for 2024

Jane Stubbs

Janet & Steve Tolputt
Jenny & Tony Malyon
John & Christine Lewis
John & Jill Harper

John, Nola and Debs Eaton
Joyce and Gill Roberts
Judy Clarke

Julia Wermig-Morgan
Julian & Irene Piper

Kate & John Kent

Keith & Pat Lewis Badgett
Ken & Sheila Pett

Liz Orza

Mags and Chue

Malcolm & Christine Lawrence
Margaret Harding

Mary and Bill Turnill
Michael Read

Pat & Peter Broomhead
Peter & Pauline Tompkins
Richard & Marion Overend
Richard, Claire & the

girls @ Norburton Hall
Rob & Rebecca Bryan
Roger & Linda Ashman
Roy & Gill Perkins

Ryder, Heather & Aaron
Sheila & Geoffrey
Spencer-Smith

Steve & Lesley Dove
Steve Smith & Marion
Stewart-Smith

Sue and Bryan Brown
Susan & David @ The Stable
Susan Paul

Tim Linford and Family
Tom Holmes and Pauline Mackie
Tony & Mo Williams

Val & Richard Ferre

Veda Bull

Wynne Hughes and Ilva
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The Bride Valley & Chesil Churches

St Mary The Virgin: Burton Bradstock
St Mary: Litton Cheney
St Michael & All Angels: Littlebredy
St Peter: Long Bredy
Chilcombe (dedication unknown)
St Mary The Blessed Virgin: Puncknowle
St Martin: Shipton Gorge
Holy Trinity: Swyre

St Nicholas, Abbotsbury

St Peter’s, Portesham
St Peter’s, Langton Herring

Rev’'d Margaret Preuss-Higham (01305) 873978
Reader: James Webster (01308) 898657

To enquire about Baptism, Marriage and Funeral arrangements in the Bride
Valley Churches please contact Helen Fry, Benefice Administrator,
on 01308 897260 (email BVchurchesTA@outlook.com) or for the Chesil
Churches please contact Rev'd Margaret at the number above
or email revmph@gmail.com




Benefice of Bride Valley and Chesil

On November 1st, the Benefice of Bride Valley and Benefice of Abbotsbury,
Portesham and Langton Herring came together to form a new benefice, ‘The
Benefice of Bride Valley and Chesil’. Each church will still be a parish and
responsible for its every day running. One of the first tasks the new benefice
will undertake together will be to appoint a new Rector following the departure
of Rev’d Jane Williams. To do this, a profile for the new Benefice has been
prepared which will be available to all priests who express an interest in the
post. The interview for the new Rector will hopefully take place in the New
Year.

In the new Benefice, there are new colleagues to get to know and work with,
including Reverend Margaret Preuss-Higham. She lives at Portesham and
works part-time - on Tuesday, Thursdays and Sunday services. Margaret says;
‘| trained at Sarum College, was ordained priest in 2011 and was associate
priest NSM with pastoral care for Holy Trinity at Bothenhampton before | came
to be House for Duty for Abbotsbury, Portesham and Langton Herring in
January 2015. | was Rural Field Officer for 2 years and | sit on the Sherborne
Mission Oversight group. Rural ministry is my passion’.

The Chesil churches also have two retired clergy and a Lay Worship Leader.

For the moment, all enquiries about Baptisms, Marriage and Funerals should
come to the Bride Valley administrator Helen Fry for the Bride Valley Churches
and Reverend Margaret Preuss-Higham for the Chesil churches. However,
Margaret and Helen will be in regular contact as we work out how we move
forwards together as a new Benefice.

Margaret’s contact details
are: revmph@gmail.com Telephone: 01305873978

Helen Fry
Benefice Administrator
Contact telephone: 01308 897260

Pastoral Assistants & Prayers for The Sick

Pastoral Assistants are available for visiting. If there is someone that you
would like to be included in our prayers for the sick, please contact Liz Howlett
07851032454 or a Churchwarden.



Church Floodlighting

If you would like to have a church floodlit for a baptism or wedding, or in
memory of someone, please speak to the following: Burton Bradstock: lan
Ibbotson 898484, Shipton Gorge: Phyl Webster 898657, Litton Cheney:
Freddie Spicer 482617.

From the Lodge at Othona

Dear Friends,

| am delighted to write a short piece for this month’s BVN. | am Liz Howlett, an
Associate Priest in the Benefice and | live and work at the Othona Community,
on the Coast Road between Burton Bradstock and Swyre. Othona has been
based here for 58 years and is a Retreat Centre, offering family holidays, quiet
weeks, retreats of different sorts and day events. Othona is rooted in the
Christian tradition and open and, we hope, inclusive of people of all faiths and
none. Do have a look at our website if you are not familiar with who we are
and what we offer: https://www.othonawestdorset.org.uk

| wonder what you would say if someone asked you the following question:
What is Christmas for? Here are some of my reflections on this...

At Christmas, God’s heart was opened to the whole world, wonderful and
troubled as it is.

May we take time to open our hearts to those around us and those far away.
At Christmas, God became human in the most helpless and vulnerable form.

May we acknowledge our own vulnerabilities and be thankful for all those who
cared for and cherish us, in the past and in the present.

At Christmas, the holy family had to rely on the kindness of strangers.

May we grow in kindliness in the face of others’ need. At Christmas, the
shepherds were surprised by angels and filled with awe, wonder and joy.

May we make space in our lives to be surprised by God this Christmas and as
we set out into a new year, living in faith, hope and love.

Liz Howlett
The Othona Community



Lay Pastoral Assistants

Hardship or distress can come at any time but the closer we get to Christmas
the more the darkening days might cause those feeling more vulnerable to
sink further into need for some support. The Lay Pastoral Assistants in our
benefice (LPAs) are here for anyone who needs that support which might be
long or short term. We all have a time to be helped and a time to help.

We are: Cathryn Johnson (07823332460), Jenny Malyon (01308898768), Liz
Orza (01308 897451) and Pauline Woodford (01308 898327)

We can also be reached by contacting Helen Fry, our Benefice Administrator
on 01308897260 BVchurchesTA@outlook.com

BRIDE VALLEY CAR SERVICE
The BVCS is a volunteer scheme offering residents of the Bride Valley
transport to and from medical appointments when they are unable to
drive themselves or be driven by relatives or friends.

Clients are charged a mileage fee (currently 50p per mile) plus a
standard charge (currently £2.00 per journey). Because the service
depends on the availability of volunteer drivers, clients are asked to

give as much notice as possible - we are unlikely to be able to
respond to requests within 48 hours of an appointment.
To book a journey please call our voluntary co-ordinator on 07393
607025 (note new number) between Monday and Friday.

VRI Traditional Welsh Folk Music

LITTON CHENEY COMMUNITY HALL

7.30pm, FRIDAY DECEMBER 15™

VRI offers a joyous celebration of Welsh

identity and a contemporary rediscovery

of lost traditions. Be prepared for a

lively evening with this award-winning Welsh trio playing
foot-stomping tunes and traditional music with three-part
harmonies.

Tickets available from Artsreach.co.uk or Patricia Tel: 01308
482514

Adults £12.00, U18’s £5.00, Family £30.00

Cash bar with doors opening 7.00pm




Burton Bradstock CE Primary School

The run up to Christmas is
always exciting in a Primary
School. We have lots of
different events planned before we break up
on the 14th December. Our Christmas Fair is
always a great event that is well supported.
This year, it will be held on Saturday 9th
December; please look out for posters around
the village advertising it. Our Christmas Carol
concert is being held on Monday 4th
December and we are carol singing at
Morrisons on Saturday 25th November. If you
see us there, please do come and say hello!
Alongside these events, in school we will be
having a Christmas lunch, class parties and a
Christingle Service, all of which the children
are really looking forward to.

In the local area, there is a wide range of
sporting competitions for the children to take
part in. So far this year, children from Burton
have competed in netball, tag rugby and cross
country with football, hockey, futsal, handball and
other sports still to come. This gives all children
who want to compete

the opportunity to represent our school.

Tuesdays is a favourite day for the children of

Burton because Mikey the reading dog visits.

Owned by one of our families, Mikey has been

assessed by Canine Concern who pair

reading/therapy dogs with appropriate schools.

On a Tuesday afternoon, the children love reading

with Mikey (and his owner Mandy) in our library or

in their classroom. At the end of the day, Mikey joins us in Singing Worship!

Happy Christmas from all at Burton Bradstock School.

Adam Gough
Headteacher



Thorners CE VA School

Thorner's have had the usual whirlwind end to term as Christmas well and
truly took over the school! Children have helter-skeltered around the corridors
dressed as chimney sweeps, ghosts and other Victorian figures as they
attempt to wrench grouchy old Ebeneezer from his humbug.

Alongside the decorations, the children have made for the school and the
props for the play, they have also worked hard on a range of carols and songs
for our end of term service in the Church. Huge thanks to Claire Shaw, our
singing teacher, and Becci Taylor our violin, cello and flute teacher, for all their
help with carols and helping the children perform for the school at the end of
term. Mr White and Mrs Biggins made sure that the school production went
brilliantly and we were especially pleased to see how wonderfully Litton class
performed their amazing version of the Nativity.

As well as enjoying acting out the Christmas story in our Open the Book
assemblies, we also all enjoyed using our online assembly platform (LYFTA) to
"take" the children to places around the world and see how others celebrate at
this time of year. As part of that vision, many thanks again to parents and the
TSA for organising the Bag2School collection which ensured a huge amount of
clothing and other useful items were sent to those in need. Likewise, well
done to all the children for raising money for Children in Need earlier in the
month as they dressed up to raise funds for projects both at home and
abroad.

On the sports field, children took part in the Colmer's Hill Run and got
thoroughly muddy and exhausted as they made their way round the course
and several of our older children also took part in the Young Sports Leaders
event and training at Beaminster Secondary School. Lastly, our Netball Team
did us all proud as they took part in the Bridport Netball Tournament and Won!

Term has ended very early in December and the children now have a long,
exciting run up to Christmas to enjoy (endure?!) before the big day. We hope
all the children enjoy this magical time of year with their families.

Merry Christmas from all at Thorner's.

Mike Sitch
Headmaster



Bride Valley Gardening Club
Too much to do

There always seems to be something more urgent to

be done when my boxes of bulbs arrive, or so |

convince myself. Quite often the bulb catalogues

begin to arrive soon after the Chelsea Flower Show

and although | know | should, | cannot begin to

contemplate spring bulbs just as summer fast approaches. This means of
course that | only revisit choosing bulbs as the autumn is upon us and even
then I'm often slow to order.

If you haven't yet discovered the wholesale department of Parkers
(www.dutchbulbs.co.uk) do have a look. Minimum quantities apply, often
starting at 25 but prove excellent value so worth considering combining an
order with a friend.

| lift in the weighty box that is delivered and sit it on my gardening table where
it is quickly forgotten. Later, wrenching apart the heavy staples holding the box
together and daring to peek inside I'm immediately daunted by the sight of
many perforated or brown paper bags inside - and wonder at my own
foolishness: 25 large firm narcissus, each requiring a good size hole; 100 little
scilla bifolia, smaller holes but so many to do; 100 muscari, yet more small
holes and how they do add up, no wonder | put off planting! | push the box
around in the garage and play for time, revisiting my planting plans, but
getting started requires great motivation and it is a good thing to live in a
relatively mild part of the country which helpfully extends the window of
opportunity. In theory daffodils should have a long season to establish
meaning planting in September but my late efforts still seem to yield good
flowers in the spring. An even later order, this time mostly for tulips, means |
pay the price for my tardiness and first choices are often unavailable. Never
mind, | can be even slower getting these into the ground and pots as they
really prefer a cold winter planting and I've been known to keep this chilly task
as a reward after the Christmas and New Year festivities are over. These
orders always include an element of 'topping up' favourites to ensure some
interest from early February. Crocus, Iris reticulata, scilla and muscari get the
new season off to a good start, followed by the usual favourites well into May
when the alliums burst out like fireworks. No mention of snowdrops | hear you
say - but that's another story!

Ali Halliday



Our Night Sky in November 2023

Saturn will be setting at about 22.30 followed by Jupiter at
about 04.30. Both will have given us great pleasure
throughout the winter evenings. As always, Orion will travel
across the night sky during Winter.

Last month, I told you about the recovery of the spacecraft that brought back
samples from the Asteroid Beppo. It has now been opened and the scientists
were amazed and delighted with the quantity of dust and rock which it had
gathered. Initial sample analysis revealed indications of water-based
compounds and also carbon rich material. All these compounds are essential
for life on Earth, so this is the first time that there is evidence that these
materials now found on this planet, could have originated in the asteroid
bombardment that took place in the early history of the Solar System.
Meanwhile, NASA has launched a spacecraft to the metal-rich asteroid
Psyche, and | will try to keep you informed of how that has gone.

My best wishes for Christmas and the New Year for all my readers.

Bill Turnill

The Bride Valley WI

The October meeting of the Bride Valley WI took us to Dorchester Prison for a
‘lights out’ very atmospheric tour of the prison and its grounds. The talk
presented by Ed was peppered with ghostly goings on and some interesting
history. The prison was built in 1795 and the last hanging of a women took
place in 1856. The prison closed in 2014 and is often used by film makers
now while decisions are made about the location’s future.

October’s walk began on a crisp sunny Sunday morning in Puncknowle. From
there we walked along to the coast path, with wonderful views out over the
sea from Portland around to Lyme Regis and beyond. We made our way down
into West Bexington and then meandered back to Puncknowle for a well-
deserved hot drink at The Crown. Many thanks to Marion for leading us. Our
next walk will start at the White Horse in Litton Cheney at 10am on Sunday
25th November.

The skittles team have now completed their league matches so wait patiently
to find out if they are through to the next stage...fingers crossed. We have
returned to our fortnightly skittles for fun evenings so if anyone would like to
come along then please let Charlotte know.
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Please come and join us and see what varied events we have on offer on the
3rd Thursday of every month in Puncknowle Village Hall.

Bride Valley Book Club Review

Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr

This is a long and multilayered novel with five narrators and set over a range
of time periods from the sacking of Constantinople in 1453 to a voyage into
space in the future. Doerr is trying to recreate for our own times the lost novel
of Ancient Greek writer Antonius Diogenes ‘Wonders beyond Thule’ - 24 tales
of world travel known only through a later plot summary. In it Aethon a
shepherd is on a quest to find the fabled paradise in the sky and during his
adventures is transformed into a donkey, a fish and a crow. All the narrators
finds solace in this book in Doerr’s story. Each chapter plunges the reader
straight into the action and the characters are vividly portrayed. Along the way,
we encounter a gay Korean War veteran and POW, an autistic boy, a teenager
in space and a farm boy conscripted with his oxen to join a besieging army.
The descriptive writing is excellent and although long, this novel is richly
rewarding. Doerr says that one of his aims was to produce a book about the
love of reading and libraries and in this he certainly succeeds. Several book
group members are now keen to read his Pulitzer Prize-winning novel “All the
light we cannot see” - currently being dramatised on Netflix.

Michele Vassar

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL NCI STATION ON HIVE BEACH

CAKES, COFFEE, BOOKS, DVDs on sale to help the vital work
of

NCI LYME BAY

SATURDAY, 2 DECEMBER
BRIDPORT WI HALL, NORTH STREET, DT6 3JH
10:00 - 12:00

Come and meet the NCI Lyme Bay volunteer watchkeepers and help
support their vital work assisting the Coastguard and the RNLI

National Coastwatch Institution Registered Charity No. 1159975
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Litton Cheney

Village Correspondent: John Firrell
jfirrell20@gmail.com Tel: 01308 482313
Village web-site www.littoncheney.org.uk

St Mary’s Church

Carol Singing: Paul Cheater and members of the choir will be singing carols
round the village on Friday 22nd, weather permitting. Everyone is welcome
and this is always a great way to get into the Christmas spirit. Meet up at
6.00pm dressed warmly and with a torch. Carol sheets will be provided.

We hope many of you will join us for our Christmas Services. The Carol
Service is on Sunday 17" at 6.00pm - our traditional candlelit service with
readings and carols followed by mulled wine and mince pies - always a
special occasion.

On Christmas Eve the Crib Service is at 4.00pm and a service of Holy
Communion at 11.30pm that night.

Light up the Church this Christmas - For a donation of £5 you can floodlight
the Church for an evening over the Christmas and New Year period, either to
remember a loved one or to celebrate an anniversary or event. Please contact
Freddie Spicer to arrange a date on 482617 or fandspicer@gmail.com

The Golden Cockerel

It is hoped St Mary’s will be adorned by the new weather vane by Christmas
but delivery might slip to the New Year. Still time therefore to add to your
Christmas gift list and join those meeting the cost; please do so either by
cheque to PCC St Mary’s Litton Cheney (deliver to the Treasurer, 8 Garden
Close) or give online to the PCC’s account, sort code 30-92-69 No. 00397579
quoting reference Rooster. Thank you.

We remember Letizia Longland and Stacy Marking who have recently died.
Our thoughts are with their family and friends at this sad time.

Parish Council

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 9th January, 7.30pm in the
Meeting Room at LATCH. Local residents are invited to attend. Concerns and
issues can be raised during democratic time. Local elections are due in May
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and you may wish to consider standing for election, details for which can be
found online and from Parish Clerk Maggie Walsh (01308 281561), or chat to
one of your present parish councillors whose face and contact details can be
found on the village website.

Litton Cheney Parish Councils sends Christmas Greetings to all Bride Valley
residents, and the hope that 2024 will be all that we collectively would wish it
to be.

Village Carol Singing - See also St Mary’s above

On Friday 22n December, St Mary’s church choir augmented by those wishing
to join them will walk the village, brave the elements and sing carols along the
way. We hope that those who hear the songs of Christmas will venture from
the warmth of their homes, show their support and contribute funds towards
children’s hospice, Julia’s House. If you wish to join the carol singers, please
gather at a (to be confirmed) meeting point at 6pm on the Friday (22nd)
before Christmas. The more singers, the merrier. Please be generous - it's a
wonderful cause.

Village Christmas Tree

In early December, Ron Davidson and his merry band of helpers will erect and
adorn our village Christmas tree with decorations and lights at the Triangle.
Contrary to popular belief this act does not magically happen overnight and we
thank Ron & Co for their annual effort in bringing Christmas into our midst.

Easter Duck Race Proceeds: The annual Village Easter Duck Race produced
proceeds of £736. Distribution of the proceeds has been as follows: - Julia’s
House £250, EIIR Commemorative Plaque £300, Village Map/Display £110,
Heather Plants for Triangle £65, Christmas Tree Decorations £11 +. Our
grateful thanks to Sam and Ralph Daubeney, their assistants and Liz and Andy
at The White Horse for organising the selling of the ducks and the race itself
allowing the above to be funded as a result.

Magna Green Bench: Grateful thanks to Russell and Chris Randall for
refurbishing the bench that was previously located at the bus shelter, and is
now to be found on Magna Green offering views over the village to those who
wish to dwell a pause or sit awhile.

80th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings

D Day holds particular significance for Dorset as the county was in the front
line of the build-up to the invasion of Europe. Soldiers from America, Canada,
and France, as well as British troops were stationed across Dorset, with many
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areas becoming militarised zones. Litton Cheney, together many communities
along and near the coast, were very much involved.

It is hoped to put together an exhibition telling the story of Litton’s involvement
in this mammoth event, and that of the Bride Valley generally. If you have a
story to tell or mementoes of that event, perhaps the house you now live in
was requisitioned at the time, please stand ready to tell all when we request it
early in the new year.

Litton and Thorner’s Community Hall
Events at LATCH - for December

Mondays 3.30- Big Q Church (4th and 11th)
4.30pm
Tuesdays 4.4- Short Mat Bowls Ron Davidson

5.45pm 01308 482661) Dates t.b.c.
Wednesdays | 4.45pm Table Tennis (Ron Davidson
01308 482661) Dates t.b.c.
7.00pm Mindful Movement with Jane
Hutchins (07882 527697)

Dates t.b.c.

Fridays 10.00am | 12.00pm Art Class in Meeting
Room (1st, 8th, 15th)

Saturday 2nd Village Cafe with local art (in

aid of Breast Cancer)

Thursday School Production
14th
Friday 15th 7.30pm Artsreach - VRI - Traditional
Welsh Folk Music

Sunday 17t Morning Yoga with Nadiya
Wynn

Village Cafés: A reminder that the hall is available for hire free of charge on
Saturday mornings for a Café to raise funds for any group. It's a good social
event for the community and always popular - contact me to book a date.

Hall Bookings/viewings: Wendy Firrell 01308 482532, wtlitton@gmail.com
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Bride Valley Films: November films at Litton Cheney Village Hall.

Thank you for the great turnout (especially given the weather), for our
screening of “Where the Crawdads Sing”. Numbers are particularly important
when we show a film individually rather than sharing the licence with others.

Reminder...

Thursday 30 November, LIVING, ‘a quirky, beautifully observed film’

The story of an ordinary man, reduced by years of oppressive office routine to
a shadow existence, who at the eleventh hour makes a supreme effort to turn
his dull life into something wonderful - into one he can say has been lived to
the full. In 1953 a London shattered by WWII is still recovering. Williams (Bill
Nighy), a veteran civil servant, is an important cog within the city’s
bureaucracy as it struggles to rebuild. A best career performance from Bill
Nighy; also starring Tom Burke, Aimee Lou Wood and Alex Sharp. Cert 12
Doors Open: 7.00 p.m. Film starts 7.30 p.m. TICKETS: £5.00 (to include a
glass of wine) Tickets in advance from: Sally Dyke 482752, Elizabeth
Kingston 482162, Bella Spurrier 482367 or on the door. (All numbers -
01308) This film will be shown at Litton Cheney only.

If a licence is available we will be showing “Matilda the Musical” late
afternoon one day in January. Next evening film will be on Thursday 1
February 2024.

Look out for further details on posters, on the website and in the BVN.

The White Horse

So here we are, the festive season is upon us and here’s some dates and

times for your diaries.

Saturday 2nd Christmas Casino 7.00pm - tickets for sale £30 each to include

White Horse currency/chips, a drink and cheeseboard.

Sunday 31 Christmas Dinner 12noon-2.30pm

Tuesday 5t - Steak Night

Saturday 9t Mummers Play 7.30pm

Sunday 10t Christmas Dinner 12noon-2.30pm

Tuesday 12t Basilico Pizzas

Saturday 16t - Singalong Carols with Paul Cheater

Sunday 17t Christmas Dinner 12noon-2.30pm

Sunday 17t Christmas Quiz 5pm followed by Christmas Draw at about
6.30pm

Tuesday 19th Steak Night

Friday 22nd Grand Christmas Meat & Cheese Draw

Saturday 234 Normal opening from midday

Sunday 24t - Roast Beef 12noon-2.30pm
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Monday 25th Christmas Day open 12noon-2.00pm Drinks only

Tuesday 26t Boxing Day - Walk/Lunchtime Snacks tbc

Wednesday 27th Closed for family day

Thursday 28th Christmas Charity Bingo - Eyes down 7.30pm

Sunday 31st Roast Pork 12noon-2.30pm - low key evening

Monday 1st January 2024 - open 12noon6.00pm with basket meals
12noon-2.00pm

Tuesday 2nd - Closed

Wednesday 3rd Back to normal

Monday 8t to 22nd CLOSED - for a rest!

Tuesday 23rd Open as usual

Saturday 27t Burns Night with piper - Booking essential

Andy and Liz and the team at The White Horse would like to wish everyone a
very happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year!

The Bride Valley News is delivered to every home in the valley and carries
not only news of local church services but also our societies, activities,
clubs and businesses, making sure we all know what is going on in the
Valley. It is entirely produced and distributed by volunteers. Donations to
help us continue to provide the magazine would be welcome and if you
feel able to contribute - please make a BACS payment to:

Account: ‘Bride Valley Churches Team Council’, Sort code 30-91-21
Account number 00074071............ and quote BVN.

Important note to all contributors to the BVN

The BVN has to be produced to a very strict printer’'s deadline, and also
within a limited number of pages. Please try to meet the monthly
deadlines, which are set out on the inside front cover, and also keep
your entries as succinct as possible. Your help on this will be appreciated
by the Village Correspondents and the Editor!
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Puncknowle, Swyre & West Bexington
Village Correspondents:

Elizabeth Slater (Puncknowle)
liz@ruddle.org.uk Tel: 01308 897751
Jill Neill (Swyre & West Bexington)
Jill.neill@live.co.uk Tel 01308 897479
Village website: https://puncknowle.net

St Mary’s Church Puncknowle

On 24th September a PET SERVICE was held in Puncknowle Church with 12
dogs and 21 well behaved humans. Thank you James for leading such a fun
service.

On 15th October we held our Harvest Festival. The Church was beautifully
decorated by so many people. Thank you for your help and to Ryder and
Heather for leading the service. A magnificent Harvest Lunch followed at the
Village Hall which was enjoyed by all. It was a very happy occasion.

Christmas At Puncknowle

Puncknowle Church and the Crown Inn invite you to “Carols at the Crown” on
Wednesday 20t December at 7pm. Come and join us for an enjoyable hour
of singing carols together in the warmth of the pub.

On Christmas Day there will be a service of Christmas Praise at 11.00am.
Come and join us in the informal service to celebrate Christmas, followed by
coffee at the Crown Inn afterwards.

An Invitation to Christmas Tea and Carol Service

You are invited to the Village Hall Christmas tea party on Sunday 10th
December at 2.30pm. This is a free community event at which refreshments
will be provided making it a chance to catch up with friends and neighbours,
The Hall will be decorated for Christmas and the fire lit to welcome you in.
There will also be artisan stalls and a chance to win a home baked Christmas
cake in the raffle.
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At 4.30pm all are welcome to join the candle lit walk to St Mary’s for CAROLS
BY CANDLE LIGHT and the reading of the Christmas story. This is an
interactive service where the children help to create the nativity scene and will
be followed by mulled wine and mince pies.

Puncknowle 100 Club

Here are the draw results for October
1st Prize John Holker
2nd Prize Kathy Murton

Grand Christmas Whist Drive

All are welcome to this special event at Puncknowle Hall on Thursday 7th
December at 7.30pm. The entrance fee is £3 and there will be a raffle at the
interval. For more details contact Jenny on 01308 897863

PUNCKNOWLE, SWYRE, WEST BEXINGTON,
CHILCOMBE, LONG BREDY and LITTLE
BREDY

PUNCKNOWLE VILLAGE HALL - 1.00pm
Enquiries - please contact David Buckland,
01308 898492 for more details.
LUNCHES COST £6.00
December 12th
Roast Turkey Roll with trimmings and roast
potatoes. Christmas pudding & custard
FUTURE DATES
January 16th 2024 Chicken Tagine/Rice.
Key Lime Pie
February 20th 2024

All meals include fruit juice, cheese and
biscuits, plus tea or coffee

18



Romans, Religion and Royalty

And much, much more. My many finds from the past 4 years.
Trenton Oliver gives a talk on 11th December @ 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Puncknowle. Mince Pies and Refreshments provided. Donations Requested

What’s on at Puncknowle Village Hall in December

Mondays 10.00- Tripudio: contact Ali on 07968 370485
11:00am

Mondays 1.30- Pilates: contact Sarah on 07885 03734
4.00 pm

Wednesdays [10.00- Table Tennis: contact Brian
12.00am | on 01308 897987

Other events:

Tuesday 5th  |7.30- Parish Council Meeting open to
10.00pm | the public

Wed 6th 6.45- Yoga
9.15 pm

Thursday 7th [2.00- Craft Club: contact Brenda on
4.00 pm | b.oliver@btinternet.com

Thursday 7th [7.00- Whist Drive: contact Jenny on
10.30pm | 01308 897863

Sunday 10t [2.30- Xmas Fayre, Free event with raffle,
4.30pm stalls and tea

Monday 11th [7.00- History Group: contact Debbie
9.00pm | on deborahlegge2@gmail.com

Tuesday 1.00- Luncheon Club contact David on 01308

12th 2.30 pm | 898492

Wed 13th 7.00- Ladybirds
9.30 pm
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Burton Bradstock

Village Correspondent: Pat Grafton
patgrafton43@gmail.com Tel: 01308 898264
Village web-site: www.burtonbradstockvillage.org.

St Mary’s Church
Advent ‘Songs of Praise!’

Our last Songs of Praise service in 2023 is on

December 3rd at 11.00am, which is Advent Sunday,

the start of the Christian year and a season of

expectation as the Church looks forward to

celebrating the birth of Christ. As usual there are two

short Reflections, with six Advent hymns, several

readings and a musical interlude. Lasting just under one hour this is a service
to which all residents and visitors are warmly invited. Refreshments will be
served afterwards.

Come and join us for these inspiring services!
Burton Coffee Mates

Coffee Mates will be meeting on the 14th December from 10.30-12 in the
Church. All are welcome to come and join us in festive nibbles, some carol
singing and coffee. Enquiries Pauline 898327

Tots' Time

Don't be too alarmed if your children or grand-children tell you
they like the taste of cement. Tots heard the story Jesus told about
two builders, one building on rock and the other on sand. So, our
'builders' stuck together their flapjackish bricks with chocolate
cement. What a messy time we had! There were also two splendid
houses built with mega-blocks (large Lego).

On November 10th Audrey and Ro helped the children to make
beautiful poppy wreaths using scrunched up red tissue paper on a
cardboard wreath shape. See one hanging up in the Burton church.
Thanks, Frances, for such a good idea.
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We know Christmas is a very busy time for everyone, but by 4.00pm on
Christmas Eve, Sunday 24th, all the shopping and preparations will
probably be done. Do come along to the Crib service at Burton
Bradstock church where former and current Tots will be taking part in
a play. Come early, dressed as a shepherd, wise man/woman, angel,
Mary, Joseph or a sheep (if you are prepared to crawl) and join in. It
will be a very relaxed, informal service and all are welcome,
dressed-up or not.

The last Tots' Time this year will be Friday, December 8th, and we
re-commence on Friday, January 12th (D.V.). Thank you for reading
this item. All at Tots' Time wish you and your family a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

For more details, ask Audrey (897227), Heather (897780) or Helen
on BVchurchesTA@outlook.com

Burton Bradstock Village Hall
Village Hall Bookings

Should you wish to use the Hall at any time, the booking officer can be
contacted via email at bbvht.bookings@gmail.com or by phone on
01308897648.

Coffee Mornings

The popular monthly coffee mornings where you can get a sensibly priced
coffee/tea and cake plus a chat with friends will be held on the dates below.
They run from 10:00 to 12:00 and all are welcome. The December event will
be on Wednesday 13t Dec and is organised by St Mary’s Church.

Burton Bradstock Films

Films in the Village Hall take a break over Christmas and will be back Friday
26 January 2024. Following the regrettable cancelation of the November film
Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny due to late release of the DVD, it is
hoped to show this film in January. Full information will be in the January BVN.
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Christmas activities

The festive season approaches and the Hall Trust is organising the two regular
activities which are very popular:

Christmas Market

The Christmas Market and coffee morning will be held on Sat 9th December
from 10.00am to 12.30pm. Following recent year’s successful format, half the
Hall will be dedicated to a smaller number of market Tables selling Christmas
related goodies, the other half will be laid out for coffee and cake with table
service. There will be a wide range of Christmas craft products for sale which
make interesting and unique presents. Entrance will be £1 for adults, children
under 16 free. Tea, Coffee and cakes available to purchase in the coffee area.
At the time of going to press, all tables are booked.

Christmas Quiz

The hugely popular Christmas Quiz will be held on Sat 16t December, with
Quiz prepared and run by Richard Ferre. Doors will open at 6.45pm for a
7.00pm start. The ticket price of £12 per head to include a light supper, plus
all the normal crackers, party poppers, balloons and odd Christmas carol that
add to the festive fun. There will be a sensibly priced bar, raffle and prizes for
winners and last place. There will be teams of 6 per table to reduce crowding
and the central aisle will be kept free. Tickets went on sale at the Post Office
in blocks of 6 on Wednesday 22nd November on a first come first served basis,
so may well be all gone by now. If still interested, contact Richard Ferre,

on email: rwferre99@gmail.com telephone: (01308) 897648.

Burton Bradstock Village Hall “200 Club”
November 2023 Draw

Congratulations to the winners:

st £34.20 No 16: Mrs Gill Mayo
2nd £17.10 No 108: Mrs Linda Bongers
3rd £8.55 No 29: Mrs Jan Clark

Anyone wanting to become a member in time for the December 2023 draw
should telephone Keith Britton on 01308 898008 and let him have £1 - one
pound for each monthly draw in the year. There are double prizes in the
December draw.

WDDC Licence no: SLOO80
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Burton Bradstock Village Society
Saturday December 2nd, 4:30-6pm. Christmas tree ‘switch on’

To celebrate the advent of Christmas and 50th anniversary of the Village
Society we are holding a get together in the Village Hall and on the green.
There will be a free glass of mulled wine (further glasses at 50p), stollen cake,
mince pies, soft drinks and a toy and light up bracelet for the children.

Everyone in the village and families of children at the school are invited and
we hope to make it a magijcal event to remember with switch on at about
5:30pm.

Friday December 8th, 7:30pm. Christmas Bingo

As a change from our regular talk, the Society is holding an evening of Bingo
with great Festive prizes, raffle, bar and mulled wine, stollen and mince pies at
the Village Hall. £1:50 for members, £ 4:50 non-members. Last year was
great fun, come and join us - there's no need to buy tickets or book in
advance.

Hold the date: Friday January 12th. Society talk programme resumes

Please join us to hear John Stockley, who was featured in a Channel 4
documentary last year, talk with great humour about "My Life in West Dorset".
Doors open at 7.00pm in the Village Hall and the talk starts at 7.30pm.
Tickets on the door are £1.50 for members and only £5 for non-members. You
are welcome to bring friends. Complimentary tea, coffee and biscuits will be
served, and there will be a raffle and wine available for purchase.

The Friends of Burton Bradstock Library

Many thanks to everyone who came to our Friends’ Luncheon in November.
Christine Lewis and all her helpers worked very hard before and during the
day, and there were kind comments made about the new format and the
meal. We were all appreciative of the variety of puddings which were provided
by a number of Friends. The book stall and the raffle did a good trade so well
done one and all!

Christine and John are preparing to decorate the Library for Christmas so do
pop in to see the display. We will be selling Christmas cards and there will be
festive jigsaws and children’s books to borrow.
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Our last opening before Christmas will be on Saturday 23 December and we
will reopen on Wednesday 31 January. Remember to order your Christmas
reading material in time.

Normal opening times are:

Monday 2.00-4.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am-12noon
Thursday & Saturday 2.00-4.00pm

Contact us at:
burtonbradstocklibrary@gmail.com
www.burtonbradstockvillage.org/library
01308 897563

Sue Brown
Chair

Burton Bradstock Parish Council
Defibrillator

Great news! We are pleased to announce that by the end of the month we will
have another community defibrillator installed in Annings Lane. It is fully
automatic and when opened for use gives verbal, step-by-step instructions.
For anyone who is interested in becoming familiar with the defibrillator, we will
be offering training sessions on Saturday 6t January at 10am & 11.30am at
the Village Hall. To register your interest please email clerk@burtonbradstock-

pc.gov.uk

What3words is a simple way for the emergency services to know exactly
where you are in case of an emergency. What3words has divided the entire
world into 3m squares and given each square a unique identifier made from
three words. The 3 words associated with the new defibrillator are: best,
avoid, baseless. Download the free @what3words app to start using.

Village Surveys

The village surveys are still ongoing, and we will be sharing some results with
you soon.

Allotments

We have had some allotment plots become available, to register your interest
please email clerk@burtonbradstock-pc.gov.uk
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Meeting

The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the church on Wednesday 6t
December at 6.30pm. As always, residents are cordially invited to attend and
welcome to join us for refreshments after.

Leanne Way, Clerk

Prepare for the Panto!

A date for your diaries...Burton Bradstock Players are presenting Goldilocks
next February, so mark the date in your new 2024 diaries!

Burton Bradstock Players

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
15TH FEBRUARY EVENING PERFORMANCE
16THERRRATS Y EN AT 204N CE

17TH FEBRUARY MATINEE & EVENING PERFORMANCE
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Littlebredy

Village Correspondent: Philip Williams
pw@bridehead.com Tel: 01305 482232
Village website: http://www.littlebredy.com

The vagaries of the summer 2023 weather have been well illustrated by the
waterfall recently. In mid-October there was barely a trickle going over it
(though the river continued to flow much as usual), but within a fortnight the
aquifers all round the head of the valley must have filled up and the surge of
water crashing over the fall (and with the adjacent liquid amber tree in full
autumn colour too) has made an exceptionally spectacular sight to behold.

We shall be seeing less of Josh Wilkinson in the village from now on. In
November he departed to begin his RAF training in cyberspace
communications, and in two years’ time should pass out as a Flight Officer.
We wish him well in this new career.

It is Littlebredy’s turn to host the shared Carol Service with Longbredy this
year, and the plans are for the traditional candlelit service in Church here at
6.00pm on Thursday 21st December, to which of course everybody from both
villages is very welcome. The service will be followed by mince pies and mulled
wine or soft drinks in Church.

There will be no service here on the fourth Sunday in the month, which is
Christmas Eve, but we have an 11.00am service on Christmas Day, to which
we welcome a visiting parson, as well, we hope, as a good congregation.

As far as is known as | write (in mid-November), the village celebrations will
continue with the annual Boxing Day Duck Race from the waterfall to the
Riverside Cottages bridge, but no details about timings, etc., are available yet.
No doubt these will become known in the meanwhile.

It seems early to be typing it, but of course a very happy Christmas period (and
2024) to everyone in or connected with the village, past or present.
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Long Bredy

Village Correspondent: Rebecca Grove
07904275655 bvn@longbredy.org.uk
Village web-site: www.longbredy.org.uk

Long Bredy 100 Club September Results

£30.00 No. 118 C. Macey

£15.00 No. 48 B. Peppiatt

£5.00 No. 69 L. Downton
Defibrillator

Long Bredy now has a long-awaited defibrillator. A special thank you

to Charlotte and Ruth for organising the defibrillator training on 5t

October, to Gwen for serving the refreshments and to Hannah from

South West Ambulance service for the excellent, informative training. There
will be training every year, which is thoroughly recommended.

St Peter’s Church Ringers

On Saturday 28th October St Peter's Church
welcomed a band of ringers to ring a quarter peal
as part of the Salisbury Guild of Ringers Quarter
Peal Week. The quarter peal took 41

minutes and included 1260 changes of Doubles
plus Hertfordshire, Lancashire, Herefordshire,
Nottinghamshire, Plain, St Simons, St Martins,
Reverse Canterbury, and Grandsire.

1. Paul Cottingham

2. Sas Watson

3. lan D Tucker

4. Ashley F E Monck

5. Tim E Rose (Conductor)
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Quarter peal was also rung in memory of Francis Monck, Grandfather

of Ashley, who passed away recently. A date not to be missed in your 2024
calendar will be Saturday evening, 9th March, when the Monks of St Peter's
Church will once again invite you to share supper with them at the church.

Remembrance Coffee Break and Raffle in aid of the Royal
British Legion

The November Coffee Break, on Saturday 11t
November was held in aid of the Royal British
Legion to recognise the centrality and
importance of Remembrance Day to our
Nation. Remembrance Day (also known

as Poppy Day owing to the tradition of wearing
a remembrance poppy) is a Memorial Day
observed in the United Kingdom and

other Commonwealth member states since the
end of the First World War in 1919 to honour
armed forces members who have died in the
line of duty in both World Wars and all conflicts
since. We will Remember Them.

In addition to the Act of Remembrance at

11.00am, including the exhortation and a minute of silence, there was a raffle
in aid of the Royal British Legion (RBL). The Coffee Break, including donations,
the raffle and the ‘bring and buy’ raised a total of £612.20 - an impressive
total. Thank you very much to all who generously supported the Coffee Break
and our wonderful group of ladies who produce the great array of tea, coffee,
cakes, and biscuits.

A big thank you to Angus and Julia Handoll, Ashley Chase Farm, Groves
Garden Centre, Modbury Farm Shop, Rise Bakery and The White Horse for
generously giving prizes for the raffle.

Coming up this December
Christmas Coffee Break

The Christmas Coffee Break will take place on Saturday 9th December from
10.30am - 12.00pm. There will be a Christmas raffle, bakes, and
opportunities to buy gifts. If you’re unable to attend but would still like some
raffle tickets, please purchase them from Jackie or Ruth.

(the Long Bredy entry continues on page 32)
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Services in December

DECEMBER (1%* Sunday 2" Sunday Friday |3™ Sunday
2023 3rd Dec 10™ Dec 15 Dec|17*" Dec

Advent Advent 2 Advent 3

Sunday
Burton 11.00am Songs |11.00 Holy 8.00am Holy
Bradstock |of Praise Communion Communion

6:30pm Carol Service

Shipton 9.30am 6.00pm Carol Service
Gorge Breakfast Church
Swyre 3pm Evening  (11.00am Holy 11.00am Morning

Prayer Communion Worship
Puncknowle |9.30 Holy 6.00pm Carol 11.00am All Age Holy

Communion Service Communion
Litton Choral 9:30am Holy 6.00pm Carol Service
Cheney Evensong Communion

Darkness to

Light 6.00pm
Long Bredy |[11.00 Holy 9.30 Live Nativity,

Communion Carols and

refreshments
Littlebredy 11.00am Holy
Communion

Abbotsbury |11.00am Parish [9.00am Holy 7.00pm

Communion Communion BCP Carol service
Portesham |3.30pm 4.00pm 11.00am

Christingle Carol service Parish communion
Langton 11.00am 6.30pm
Herring Parish communion |Carol

Service

St
Catherine's
Chapel

Midweek Holy Communion at Burton Bradstock Dec 6™ at 11:30am
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DECEMBER |Thurs Christmas Eve Christmas Day |New Year's Eve
2023 215" Dec Sunday 24 Dec Monday 25™ Dec | 315" Dec
Advent 4 Christmas 1
Burton 4.00pm Crib Service [11.00am Holy
Bradstock Communion
Shipton 9.30am Holy
Gorge Communion
Swyre 9.30pm Early
Christmas Communion
Puncknowle 11.00am
Christmas Day
Praise
Litton 4.00pm Crib Service
Cheney 11.30pm Midnight
Communion
Long Bredy Bride Valley Holy
Communion Service
10.00am.
Littlebredy |Carols by 11.00am Family
candlelight Communion
6.00pm
Abbotsbury 10.30am
Parish Communion
Portesham Crib service 4.30pm  [10.30am 11.00am
Parish Communion [Parish Communion
Langton 11.30am First
Herring Communion of
Christmas
St 3.30pm New Year's Eve
Catherine's Service
Chapel
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Live Nativity and church service

You are invited to a special morning at St Peter’'s Church on Sunday 17t
December. At 9.30am there will be a ‘Live Nativity’ featuring the Holy Family
and friendly animals, including donkeys. A church service, including carol
singing, will start at 10.00am and refreshments will be available. You are
warmly welcome to attend either or both events.

Come Along Inn

We are pleased to announce that you will be able to start your Christmas
celebrations by joining your friends and family at Long Bredy village hall on
Friday 20th December. The Come Along Inn will be open from 5.30 - 9.00pm
serving a selection of drinks including beers, cider, wine, and soft drinks. What
for us is becoming a tradition we will not be serving a meal but will be offering
a selection of party foods.

Look forward to seeing as many of you as possible. From the organising group
may we wish all our supporters a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

New Year’s Eve service

On Sunday 31st December (New Year’s Eve) the United Valley Service at St
Peter’s Church will take place at 10.00am.

A brief roundup of 2023

The year is coming to an end, a new one is about to start. Let’s take some
time to reflect on the wonderful things that happened in our lovely community
this year...

Coronation celebrations

We enjoyed lovely celebrations for the King’s Coronation back in May. The
Come Along Inn opened its doors for neighbours and friends to raise a glass to
the occasion together, a boat race was organised with some very fancy
vessels travelled down the stream. Pimm’s and paper airplane flying was
enjoyed at St Peter’s Church, which was beautifully decorated for the
occasion.

New defibrillator for the village

Long Bredy now has a long-awaited defibrillator, which is situated by the
phone box. Thank you to everyone who participated in the fundraising events
for this.
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Shipton Gorge

Village Correspondent: Richard Hewlett
richard@c-m-sitd.co.uk Tel: 01308 897278
Village web-site: www.shiptongorge.org.uk

Welcome to our village diary
Just search for Shipton Gorge Diary or SHIPTON GORGE
go directly to VILLAGE DIARY
https://shiptongorgediary.co.uk/
You'll be able to find out all that’s going on in the village from the Village
Society, the New Inn/New Inn Support, the Village Hall, Shipton Gorge
Heritage, the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council.

St Martin’s Church

December Flood light sponsors:

David & Rosemary Greasby

Jerry & Jackie

Andrew, in memory of Mary George

Henrietta Hoyer Miller

Harry & Lily Myers, in loving memory of their daughter Beverley
Richard & Hilary, for Hilary’s birthday on New Year’s Eve

Thank you so much to all our generous sponsors throughout the year and
those who wish to stay anonymous. You are very much appreciated.

If you would like to light up St Martin’s for a special occasion in January or any
other time in the New Year, a suggested donation of £5 would be gratefully
accepted. Please contact Phyl Webster on 01308 898657 or push a note
through Cuckoo Cottage post-box. To ensure your name is published in the
BVN, please let me have your sponsorship request in plenty of time. The cut-
off date is in the BVN.

Sunday 10t December: Breakfast Church 9.30am in the Village Hall.
Everyone is welcome.

Look out for The Mummers who are visiting St Martin’s Church, Saturday 16t
December at 5.30pm.
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Carol Service: Sunday 17t December at 6.00pm.
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies!

Christmas Day Family Communion at 9.30am.

Village Hall

We are seeking a new Artsreach
Promoter for Shipton Gorge

Shipton Gorge takes part in Artsreach

(https://artsreach.co.uk/), a charity which

enables participating villages in Dorset to put on affordable professional
theatre and music events for the benefit of their communities, and to raise
funds for their Village Halls.

As the Shipton Gorge promoter, you will work alongside the Village Hall
Committee and be supported by the central Artsreach office in Dorchester.
Your role will include:

e choosing one or two events per year from a central menu
publicizing the events
dealing with online and direct ticket sales
confirming arrangements with performers for your shows
running the events on the night with the assistance of Hall trustees

The job is stimulating, flexible, not especially time-consuming, and a really
great way to get to know local people. No previous experience is needed. You
would work alongside the current promoter for the autumn 23 and spring 24
shows, with a view to taking over the role by summer 2024.

If you are interested in finding out more, please get in touch with:
Kate Chomacki, (01308) 897407 or email: katechomacki@googlemail.com
October 2023 100 Club Draw results

1st 142 £25 lan & Elizabeth Ferguson
2nd 57 £10 Tony Rogers
3rd 141 £5 Patsy & Rob Jacobs

Congratulations to all winners

Graham Garner
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Village Society
The Big Switch On

The town crier will count us down to the lighting of the Xmas Tree on 8th
December, 6.00pm at the New Inn. All village children attending this event will
be handed a goody bag at the same time.

The pub will open at 5.00pm, with burgers/hotdogs, BBQ chicken on offer at
£7 with veggie options, from Andrea.

Come along and get into the Xmas spirit.

Parish Council

You may or may not have noticed that the roundabout has been removed from
the playing field. This is because it was looped sided and not running
smoothly. It has transpired that the central metal post has bent and needs to
be replaced. Regrettably the most likely cause of this happening is through
misuse of the roundabout. As the central mechanism is being replaced, this
will give us a chance to replace and paint some of the missing and/or broken
panels and to sand and re- stain the hard wood areas. Hopefully this work will
be completed by spring. The basketball post should be mended shortly; the
delay has been because the post is being difficult, or impossible to remove by
using human force. A team of strong volunteers lead by John Porter could not
budge the post. One of our councillors has volunteered to provide mechanical
assistance with this task, and so it is hoped to have the basketball post back
in action shortly.

I would like to remind you all that the Parish Council is short of two
Councillors. Several councillors have indicated that they will not be standing
for election in the forthcoming elections next year and so Shipton Gorge will
need volunteers to become Councillors. If you are interested in serving your
community in a positive way, please contact the Clerk to the Council, Lucy
Beasley (email: clerk@shiptongorge.org.uk and telephone number
07429065155) or me, Hilary Cunningham (897928)

Hilary Cunningham
Councillor
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Shipton Gorge Heritage

Heritage Gin Club - The winners in the November
draw were Hilary and Richard Cunningham, a bottle
of Palmers Gin has been delivered. Congratulations
to both of you.

Saunders Richardson Wood

There was a little window between the worst of
the stormy weather, and we managed to hold
our Bonfire and Marshmallow party. This was
very well attended, and it would seem the
attraction of toasting marshmallows is not
limited to just the young ones. Everyone
enjoyed themselves and mulled cider and GF
flapjacks were a hit.

Please note that the open wood sessions in

December will be on Wednesday 6th, 13th & 20th
December, 10.30 to 11.30am. Any changes to

this, we will advise via village Facebook and

email. Members only, but we can sign you up on the day.

Shipton Gorge Orchard

The grass has now been scythed and mown, with some areas deliberately left
untouched - the plan going forward is to rotate these areas to allow
wildflowers to get established. Two new trees are due to be planted, an Old
Greengage and the wonderfully named Strawberry Norman - a rare cider
apple variety which is also good eaten fresh.

Apple Day Produce Sale in October was a success, and a good time was had
by all. There were lots of entries for the Best Dorset Apple Cake competition, a
very difficult thing to judge, however Jo Warren’s creation won the prize. The
village had the opportunity to purchase a huge variety of homemade jams,
preserves and baked goods and to have a lovely catch up with friends and
neighbours over tea and cake. The younger ones also got to make bird feeders
etc. from hazel twigs and leaves, and tucked into some delicious toffee
apples. We took around £400 which is a great result. Thank you to everyone
who came along and to all who donated produce, plants etc. It was very much
appreciated.
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Can we take this opportunity to wish our members and all the readers of BVN
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

If you are interested in supporting the charity in any way, please contact Anne
Crowe on 07393 214635 or email annecrowe2016@hotmail.com

Details as usual on our website:
http://www.shiptongorge.org.uk/Shipton_Gorge_Heritage_ 16417.aspx

and in the Shipton Gorge Diary https://www.shiptongorgediary.co.uk

The Rev Dr Gawry Bowness continuies
his tongue-in-cheek letters from
Uncle Eustace

The Rectory
St James the Least of AW

My deawr Nephew Dawren

Cawol singing is not what it used to-be. My fond memories
of awgroup of chovisters, muffled in scarves and overcoats,
carrying lanterns, and walking from door to-door inthe
smow, asthey sang While shepherds watched ... had to-be
suddenly revised whew I saw your own music group, inT -
shirty inscribed withv Jesus loves Yow, singing ‘Little
donkey’, inv your shopping centre. I suspect any money yow
raused would just about hawe paid for the electricity used
to-power your banks of electronic equipment. Singing inv
the main squowe of the Centre next to-the fountain may
have looked good,, but it seemed to- mean that the
choirmenv were obliged to- make constont tripy to-the
lawvatory.

Here at St Jaumes the Least of AU, carol singing is regawded
as o staff perk for the choir; the yeowr when the Boys’
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Brigade tried to-break their monopoly was suppressed withv
a ruthlessness that would have impressed Genghis Kahwu.
Owr sl cawol-singing route inwolves months of
meticulouws planning. We find that a transparent
collection bow is vital, so-that donors cow see what earlier
patrons have given. This means that those who-are bound
to-put inv notes must be visited first - ‘powr encourager les
audres. It also- needs av detachable base; so-that if cobpers
awre given, they cowv be removed from sight before the next
call:

Those homes that contaiv several childvevw awve visited just
after bedtiume; so-that parentsy will give generously simply
to-get the choir to-go- somewhere else. Veiled thweaty to- stavy
ond sing more caroly (unless they give generowsly) arve
wsuolly very effective. Getting whoever looks the most
irwmocent and photogenic to-ring the bell and ask for
money s o for more subtle woy of ensuring a donation
than planting any number of mafia lookalikes (such as
owr church treasurer) ovnwthe doovstep.

The choir always finishes ity evening at the local pub- - but
againy the timing must be cawefully managed. Too-eawly
and there will only be the landlord, his wife, and their
Labrador to-listen; too-late and people will be so-full of
Christimas cheer that anvy coroly will be hi-jacked and
become the equivalent of back-of-the bus rugby songs.

Your loving uncle;

tuwstace
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w Z} ADVENT <CZ_
comes from
the Latin {? I
‘AD VENTO'
which means E\{'
27 ARRIVAL Z}
( In Advent we
3 celebrate Jesus' birth ?
and look forward to
the time when Jesus
ﬁ will come again. ¥
cl [
VRPRINCELROD Q
PROMISE BWORD CFATHERE] “aLong
Isaiah 9:6-7 JAGMANGERGERB JOURNEY
CHILD+BORN-SON R OWHO EV ERWI | J Luke 2:1-20
GIVEN-WONDERFULl S JOYBORNO SGE BETHLEHEM Lo F
COUNCELLOR ESLSERVANTNSE REGSIER-BIRTH
MIGHTY - GOD PPYJCHI LDEPUJ MANGER:INN
EVERLASTING HROSHEPHERDS J| SHEPHERDS - FLOCK
FATHER-PRING B £ A VOURE FRW S O  ANGELS-J0Y
PEACE - LORD BIRTHSWOF OD L Bcooonews-praise
SUNNTT f I SAVIOURURLOJ swolk-ciast
o) FECOUNCELLOR n b3
W AN ANGELBJVKDVD 5
ANANGEL JBETHLEHEMGES
MESSENGER LANGELSRGODYV AN
anceL-caereL § FPG I VENAHUOA GIFT OF ALL}L
JOSEPH - MARY EEHGAVESRWNR John3:16 “N
FAVOUR - SON SAEGREATONLYJ GOD-S0-LOVED
JESUS « GREAT OCHR I ST I NN J OJ WORLD«HE«GAVE
THRONE-REGN I NEOGOODNEWSN ONLY - SON
Y. 7 FOREVER - HOLY FLOCKMI GHTY B JWHOEVER-BELIEVES
SERVANT - WORD ETERNAL - LIFE

Colour in one star each day until Christmas Dec23 © deberah noble « parshpump co Lk
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Your Advert This size
for only £7.50!

Email bvctc@outlook.com

JAYNE's HAIR AND BEAUTY SALON

We would like to wish all of our clients
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
and would like to thank you for
your continued support.

} Appointments and gift vouchers }
° available all year round. °
High Street, Burton Bradstock \_’P
' 01308 897309
/\ Long’s Plumbing &
Property Maintenance
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE

PLUMBING & HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

v Home repairs

v Emergency call outs
v Bathroom repairs

v Local and reliable
v Plumbing and drainage

v New kitchen or bathroom installations
v Leaks and blackages

Call us on 07895 728531 for appointments
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DOG WALKING SERVICE

Please ring 07923 907298
for more information

Call Eonne, your local Electrician with 30 years of experience, for quality, clean work

Tel: 01308 897629 Mobile: 07891 210739

Domestic, Commercial, alterations, additions,
re-wires, new builds, Inspections,

Electric Vehicle and Solar Registered Installer
Part P Registered

eonne@sinclairelectrical.co.uk

Sinclair Electrical

National
Association of "
Professional Vetted and Approved
Inspectors  py Trading Standards &
& Testers listed on Which?Local

ﬂwmn

Home Help & Support Services Offered Throughout
Bridport, Beaminster, and Dorchester Areas:

I \
o
=
m
I
m
=
L
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i
=
o
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L] L] [ - - L] L] L] L]

Contact 07882800613 or email ivershomesolutions@hotmail.com
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PERCIVAL
OSTEOPATHS

Osteopathy for Babies, Children and Adults
Cranio-sacral, structural and
Perrin Technique (for ME/CSF)

O

Litton Cheney, Dorset 01308 482703
Or book on line at Percivalosteopaths.co.uk

Curtains
Cushions

Roman blinds
Locally made to measure

St Michael's lane gstone I, Furnishing fabrics
Bridport “\bw 4 %, Dressmaking fabrics
DT6 3RR e T Knitting yarns

01308 456844 = Haberdashery

www.livingstonetextiles.com
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@8 Honey

Pure & Simple Planning

- ,“ -
i~
If something could stop your children from inheriting
from you would you want to know? If that's a YES, then

find out for free and what you can do about it by
contacting Jerry on

07775 557933 or 01308 482139
jerry.walsingham@honeylegal.co.uk
my.honeygroup.co.uk/friend/JerryWalsingham

A Will is no longer enough to ensure your children get what you worked so hard for.

Consultations with me are free. | only charge if instructed.
Bridport Based Trusted & Reliable Electrician

Locally based in Bridport, Dorset our

team of friendly electricians are NICEIC
I approved, you will have peace of mind

that all works completed will be to the

ellwa rd-sm|th ltest regulations. We proudy offer

wide range of elactrical services, no job
is too small. Contact your local

ectrical services

electrician today.




Keep This Number Handy
You May Need it to Contact...

YOUR LOCAL

ELECTRICIAN
Call Olly on 01308 293125

serving Bridport and the surrounding area

HTYNE

Little Fones

Landscapese.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: Traditional, Abstract, Continental, Cost Efficient & Low Maintenance.

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION: Groundwork, Driveways, Walling, Decking & Fencing
to Paths, Patios, Ponds & Pergolas, Border Creation & Planting.

GARDEN RESTORATION: Historic Manors & Cottage Gardens Recycled & Regenerated

GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE: All forms of Garden Works Undertaken,
Lawn Care, Border Maintenance, Professional Pruning.

ARBORICULTURE & CONSERVATION: Woodland & Wildlife Habitat Management,
all forms of Tree Surgery & Planting, Hedge Laying, Seeding & Spraying.

EFFICIENT COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS AND PERSONAL GARDENERS

01308 455755 Le ¥
info@littlefones.co.uk m “'II.[ll-'[.tH'h‘l-‘.:lt'I'I.:R]_-"
www.littlefones.co.uk BALI
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BRIGHT BRIGHTEN UP

COUNTRY STORE YOUR DAY

HAND CRAFTED SINCE 1982 | WE MAKE, SUPPLY AND FIT FENCES & GATES

OUR COUNTRY STORE IS ALL YOU NEED FOR:
* FENCING
* HANDCRAFTED GATES
* SHEDS & STORES
¢ ANIMAL HOUSING

Telephone 01308 421545 « www.johnbrightfencing.com

Paverlands Farm, Salway Ash, Bridport, Dorset DT6 5HT

TONY HUMPHREY BUILDING

VALUE QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

HISTORICAL and LISTED BUILDING SPECIALIST

e Alterations & refurbishments e Carpentry and General Building
¢ New Build, Extensions & Renovations

Fully insured family business with over 40 years’ experience
Excellent References
One job undertaken at a time to guarantee complete focus on your project

For free estimates and advice please contact Tony

Mobile: 07742 097514 Email: humphreythebuilder@gmail.com
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C G Fry and Son was established in Litton Cheney not long after the First World War, Mow nearly
100 years fater e family run company sl has i base in the village though s Development and

Contracting teams operate across the South West

CG Fry & Son's highly experienced Contracting Department offer a bespoke service covering all
aspects of construction and restoration for both private and commercial clients. Projects range from

extensions and alterations to complete new buildings plus bespoke jeinery, repairs and decorating,

For enquiries contact 01 308 482000 or email Contracting@cpfry.co.uk

Vish eglry.co.uk for further information

The Home Selection Specialists

“The carpet store that comes to your door”

Choose in comfort at home
Mattresses and beds now on sale at the showroom

Free home select

service for: Brought to you at very competitive prices
« Carpets Members of the Guild Of Master Craftsmen
e Vinyl’s Call Steve, John or Lea

Lo 01305 753998

Or visit our showroom at:
Unit 1, Grove Trading Estate, Dorchester, DT1 1ST

www.carpetselect.net / Email: info@carpetselect.net




Upholstery by Gillian
freshen up your favourite furniture

m: 07817 239 783 t: 01308 456002
uapholsterygbygillian@gmail.com

A ] Wakely @ Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

On Your Marks

Gardening & Handyman Service

. Afriendly and trusted local garden maintenance and handyman
- 24 Hour Service - professional, here to carry out a range of services, such as:

Private Chapels of Rest

Lawn Mowing
Hedge Trimming
Weeding
General Garden Maintenence
Pressure Washing
And other odd jobs

www.ajwakely.com

9 et pBE
) Bridport Tel: 01308 423726
Beaminster Tel: 01308 862358
Lyme Regis Tel: 01297 443835

Please contact Simon Wakely, or a member of our
dedicated team for any advice or guidance.

Contact Mark on

® 07900112060

@ markpiles9@gmail.com
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MONTAHUE
FINANCIAL

Offering a professional, experienced and personalised service
for all your borrowing and protection needs.

e Later Life Lending Specialist Endorsed by the ,fjl;_,‘

MF

Equity Release Council Equiny
e Wide Range of Mortgage Lenders COUNCL
e Life and Critical lliness Protection Plans m

Call Hugh on 01305 815901  email hugh@montahuefinancial.co.uk
or visit www.montahuefinancial.co.uk

Montahue Financial is an Appointed Representative of Mortgage Intelligence, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage, insurance and consumer credit mediation activities only

GRASSBY & SONS LTD

Proud to have served the
local community since

FUNERAL SERVICE
8 Princes St, Dorchester
MEMORIAL MASONS
Dorchester Road, Grimstone

www.grassbyv-funeral.co.uk Tel: (01305) 262338
www.grasshy-stone.co,uk Tel: (01305) 269678
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DLM-EARCARE

MICROSUICTION & EAR WAX REMOVAL SPECIALIST

Debbie Marlow 07436 996716

© reception@dImearcare.co.uk
) facebook.com/DLMEar Care

Clinic Appointments at Bridport, Chard & Weymouth
*** Home visits by prior arrangement only ***

! Stephen Field
Painting and Home Renovation

Woodworking projects and repairs.
Shelving and fixtures.

Odd jobs, large or small.

All work considered.

Attention to detail a priority

stephenfield24@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01308 456059  Mob: 07952203093
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Laura Savina Soft Furnishings
Curtain Tailoring

Roman Blinds Box Cushions

Alterations & Re-lining
07716 729005
maisonbella.co.uk
sewsavina@gmail.com

M| o rec HonsACrown thir N

« NPT Judlified & Fully Insured
Contact Sian Hennessy on:

Web: www.shtreecare.co.uk

UOBSON@

CHIMINEY SWEEPS

Traditional Chimney Sweeps
Clean | Professional | Friendly

Insurance Purposes

Methods Used.

Based in the Bride Valley (If Necessa ry).
Call or text Callum:

Tel: 01308 301210
Mob: 07444411210

Email: office@jobsonschimneysweeps.com

HETAS %

All aspects of tree work undertaken.
Covering the Bride Valley & All surmundlng areas.

A pmfassmnul & efficient service provided to a high standard.

Mobile: 0798419151 Email: sian.hennessy@shtreecare.co.uk

= Fully Trained and Registered.

= Certificates Provided for

= £5,000,000 Public Liability.
= Traditional Brush & Vac

= Power Sweeping Available

= Family Run for 20+ years.

sAAST,
: 2,

LA
y 4

'."'-1'.'{ we
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Early Morning =\
News pape I'S Dorset Coastal Cottages

d I - d If you currently have a holiday home
e |Ve re or are considering investing in one,

request a letting guide from the

Call Mike on: local experts.
01308 898 744 Visit www.dorsetcoastalcottages.com
Bride Valley Newsagent Ltd. Call 01929 503132
Est. 2002 Email joinus@dorsetcoastalcottages.com

Lee Quincey Landscapes

a(( asyects ofgarcfen WOYE uncfertaﬁen incfucfing

Fencing, pergolas, turfing, hedge cutting, trellis work, sheds,
shed bases, decking, patios, garden maintenance and more.
Also available for house and shed clearance.

Over 16 years experience
Call us on 01308 482279 or 07896 326099 for a free quotation

Or visit www.leequinceylandscapes.com

BRIDE VALLEY YOGA

= Everyi::ody isa Yagu Bocly =

Come and explore our range of yoga classes in a fun and
relaxed way in our unique bespoke yoga studio in Litton Cheney.

Enjoy flowing movements to create strength and warmth in the body, releasing tension or relax
with a gentle & nurturing class to improve freedom of movement and momentum.

Flexible classes all week with flexible pricing.
Hatha  Restorative Meditation

Contact Rosalind < bridevalleyyoga@gmail.com T 07917 094795

www.bridevalley.yoga
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Husgvarna

ABA GROUNDCARE LLP,
LEADING SUPPLIERS OF _
GARDEN & ESTATE MACHINERY. GROUNDEARE

Husqvarna Automower® is the world leader in robotic mowing.

Designed for functionality and durability, they work quietly, efficiently
and autonomously to give you a better finish than any other mower.

www.abagroundcare.co.uk
. 01305 257952 jamie@abagroundcare.co.uk
Unit 2, Grove Trading Estate, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1ST




New Builds

Brickwork, Stonework,
Blockwork & Rendering ,
Carpentry & Property Maintenance L
Roofing/ Re-roofs & Repairs
Guttering & UPVC

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045

Selling a car? Can't face the...

HASSLE?

Halcyon Motors is a friendly, family run,
local business. We buy cars, bikes, campers
& vans for cash — at a time to suit you.
Trading in elsewhere? We can usually
offer more. And we will happily come to you.

www.halcyonmotors.co.uk
has “warts and all” photos and descriptions of
our current stock. Warranties and P/X available.
Call Don MacLeod on:

01258 839209 07782 189555

Enjoy a more Mindful Way of Life

Yoga Classes in Bridport,
Bothenhampton & South Perrott

1-2-1Yoga Therapy
Monthly Rest & Recharge Yoga Sessions

Nadiya Wynn 07800 712998
nadiya@restorativebeing.co.uk

www.restorativebeing.co.uk

Web: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk E-mail: allim996@aol.com (8am — 9pm)
\ o 4 ?&Sgﬂfécfl 6&/%/ Carpet World
v oga indarutness
Reduce Stress and Anxiety THE CARPET SPECIALISTS
Improve Sleep FOR WEST DORSET
Gain Flexibility & Strength Trading for 40 vears

Good old-fashioned personal service with
expert knowledge and our own highly skilled
carpet fitters.

Competitive prices, too.

Stockists of hand-made rugs
laminate and wood flooring
vinyl and Karndean flooring

52A West Street (next to Waitrose), Bridport
Tel: (01308) 427081

I£ your back goes out more than you do..
call us for help with muscular aches and pains

Adams & Associates

Twist and Shout Osteopathic Health Centre
32 South Street Bridport DT6 3NQ  Tel: 01308 259996,/427033

We continue to provide our services whilst maintaming,
all measures to try to keep safe”
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Brook Brothers

Landscaping and Garden Maintenance

Services Include

Routine Garden Maintenance
Hedge and Small Tree Cutting
Pressure Washing
Paving - Lawn Care
Pergolas - Fencing (&
Patios e

Call Sam - Mobile: 07498 165867
Tel: 01308 898741

BRIDE VALLEY MOWERS

Servicing & repair of all petrol walk
behind mowers

Blade sharpening & balancing

Collection & drop off available

Contact: Kev Quincey
Mobile: 07907017862
Email: bridevalleymowers@yahoo.com

Vicary & Co

Sales & Lettings

Your Local Independent Agent

Book your FREE
market appraisal today!

12a South Street, Bridport - 01308 459550

5 South Street, Axminster- 01297 33449
vicaryandco.com

e

Weekly Cleans - Holiday Lets
Office Cleans - End of Tenancy
Construction Cleans - Laundry Services

07711 567515

jwcoastalcleans@gmail.com

Your Advert
This size
For only £7.50!

Email
bvctc@outlook.com
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Proprietor:
Christopher Lamble

“Over 20 Years of Proven
experience in the trade”

Call Chris for a free
no-obligation quotation

* Glass & Glazing

¢ External & Internal
Painting & Decorating

* Roof, Kitchen &
Bathroom Tiling

* Guttering

* General : O
Carpentry

Tel: 01308 897095
Mob: 07798 750905
christopherlamble@btinternet.com

GHM
11, Barr Lane, Burton Bradstock
Bridport, Dorset DT6 4PX

DANIEL
SHEPPARD

PAINTER & DECORATOR
BESPOKE SPRAYING
ROOF REPAIRS, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,

HOUSE CLEARANCES, POWER WASHING,
GUTTER CLEANING & GLASS REPLACEMENT

07703 434 216 ®)

danielsheppard64@gmail.com

MATT ATKINSON
TREE SURGEON

All tree and hedge work
undertaken

¢ Friendly ¢ Affordable
¢+ Reliable ¢ Fully Insured
¢+ NPTC Qualified

tel 01308 868503
mb 07960 060025

mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENTAL MASONS
A. G. Down

Recommended by the Good Funeral Guide
and the Natural Death Centre

]ulian & Karen HuSSCy DipFD NAFD

Eric & ]oyce Dunford DipFD NAFD

* Pre-Arranged & Prepaid Funeral Plans
* Service Room with Catering Facilities
» Offices also at Axminster, Seaton & Honiton

D/~

66 South Street, Bridport, Dorset 01308 422643
www.funeraldirectors.uk.com




AERIALS & CABLES
TV & RADIO AERIAL Jo Shackleton

INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS
“DIGI” UPGRADES .
FREEVIEW BOXES INSTALLED Plcture Framer

Established 40 years \\3 A Near Littlebredy

SR
AN
01297 443928 | o

Contact:

(ansaphone) 01308 482645
078 144 81833 07842 363445
(mobile) thedorsetframer@gmail.com

Dorset to Doorstep

Richard Kennelly - 07725 548013 email: dorsettodoorstep@gmail.com
www.dorsettodoorstep.co.uk

Licensed by
Dorset Council
%S—\) Freshly picked, old fashioned style English roses
: grown in our Dorset garden for gifts, weddings

C H ]: \] E \ and welcome hampers for holiday homes.

Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements — £ 10 for 7 including delivery
in Winter other scented flowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information

www.rosacheney.com | emilycave@rosacheney.com | 01308 482266 / 07787 512386
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Bride Valley News
Information

January 2023 Issue
deadlines:

Articles, photographs, etc must
be sent to the appropriate
Village Correspondent (contact
details at the head of each
village section) by Friday 8th
December for the January
issue. Contributions from
outside the Bride Valley should
be emailed to
bvnburton@gmail.com

Handwritten or typed copy should be delivered to village correspondents well
before the deadline please! Correspondents are asked to send copy to the
Editor by 9.00am Monday 11t December please.

Please contact bvctc@outlook.com for information on advertising in the BVN.
Articles, notices and advertisements in this magazine may not necessarily
represent or reflect the views of the Editor or the people and organisations
funding and supporting the BVN. Copies of the BVN, in colour, can be found on
https://bvn.org.uk and on the Bride Valley village websites.

Note: Contributors are asked to note that space in the BVN is strictly limited
and the Editor reserves the right to edit submissions and cannot guarantee
that items will be included.

The editor would like to thank our volunteer village
correspondents and delivery teams, without whom the
BVN would not be produced and delivered to your door.
The BVN is also grateful for all those who have made
generous donations during the past year to help us cover
our costs, and of course to our advertisers for their
continuing support. A very Peaceful Christmas and Happy
New Year to you all!
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see pages 30 & 31 for full list of services

Printed by Seaton Print & Design Ltd Telephone: 01297 22602 Web: www.seatonprint.co.uk



